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III. 

Bifory  of  a Cafe , in  which  remarkable  Adhe- 
fens  of  the  Intejlinal  Canal/  terminated  fa- 
tally. By  Dr  Andrew  Willit'on,  Phyfcian 
in  Dundee. 


BARBARA  SHARPE,  aged  feventeen 
years,  of  a florid  healthy  complexion, 
and  robufl:  conftitution,  was  feized  fuddenly, 
on  Sunday  23d  May  laft,  with  acute  pains  all 
over  her  abdomen,  but  more  particularly  in 
the  left  hypochondrium,  and  fmall  of  her  back. 
Thefe  continued  to  increafe  in  feverity  till 
Monday  31ft,  when  I w'as  deflred  to  vifit  her. 

She  had  always  enjoyed  exceeding  good 
health,  never  having  had  any  complaint,  ex- 
cept that,  about  two  months  previous  to  this 
attack,  fhe  had  got  a fright,  that  had  occafion- 
ed  a fuppreflion  of  the  menflrual  difeharge. 
which  had  not  again  returned. 
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I found  her  in  very  great  agony,  from  the 
lharp  pains  in  her  bowels,  which  flie  could 
compare  to  nothing  elfe  but  the  piercing  of 
fwords.  She  could  not  ly  long  in  one  po- 
llute ; but  was  continually  tolling  and  rolling 
about  in  the  bed.  Her  belly  was  fomewhat 
fwelled.  It  felt  hard  and  tenfe,  though  no 
fluftuation  was  perceptible  to  the  touch.  The 
dwelling  extended  upwards  to  she  cartilago 
enfiformis.  A hard  tumour  was  diftin&ly  felt 
in  the  left  hypochondrium,  which  Ihe  could 
not  fulfer  to  be  preffed.  She  complained  con- 
flantly  of  naufea,  and  inclination  to  vomit ; fo 
that  nothing  (he  fwallowed  had  been  retained 
on  her  flomach  for  any  length  of  time.  She 
had  been  obllinately  colli ve  for  fome  days, 
and  had  taken  a few  aloctic  pills,  but  with  no 
effeft.  Her  urine  was  fcanty,  of  a deep  red 
colour,  with  a lateritipus  Pediment.  Her  third; 
was  great,  and  die  had  entirely  loft  her  appe- 
tite. Pulfe  fmall,  hard,  and  rather  quick. 

I firfl  took  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  her 
arm,  which  appeared  to  indicate  an  inflamma- 
tory diathefis.  I then  directed  . the  following 
nitrous  purging  powder  to  be  taken,  and  to 
be  repeated  four  hours  after,  if  necelfary. 

R Pulv. 


vjyo.  COMMENTARIES.  957 


ft  Pulv.  Jalap.  drach.  fs. 

Crem.  Tarr. 

Sai.  Nitri  aa.  gr.  xv.  M.  p.  d. 

Water- gruel,  acidulated  according  to  her  tatte 
with  lemon  juice,  was  ordered  for  common 
drink  ; and  a large  blitter  was  applied  on  the 
left  fide  of  her  belly. 

June  \Jl.  She  had  one  large  ttool  after 
the  fecond  dofe  of  the  powder,  and  complain- 
ed of  much  naufea  afterwards.  The  blitter 
had  rifen  well,  but  had  produced  no  mitigation 
of  the  pains,  which  continued  as  intenfe  as 
ever.  She  had  frequent  vomiting,  efpecially 
on  taking  down  ever  fo  little  food.  Her  belly 
was  alwTays  bound.  Two  table- fpoonfuls  of  a 
faline  julep,  with  twenty  drops  of  laudanum 
in  each  dofe  of  the  julep,  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  every  two  hours,  and  an  ounce  of  cattor- 
oil  at  bed  time. 

2 d.  She  felt  no  alleviation  of  fymptoms ; 
and  the  conttant  retching  continued.  What 
(he  vomited  was  exceedingly  bitter,  and  had  a 
yellow  appearance.  The  julep  had  caufed  no 
abatement  of  the  pains  in  her  bow’els;  and  it 
was  repeatedly  thrown  up,  along  with  much 

bilious  matter.  Tl?e  cattor-oil  was  likewife 

% * 

rejected.  Fomentations  and  the  warm  bath, 
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in  various  forms,  were  then  tried ; but  were 
ufed  without  affording  the  fmalleft  relief.  The 
fwelhng  of  the  abdomen  rather  increafes. 

Repr- Julap.  curn  additione  Spl-  Nitri  dulc. 
drach.  ii.  A laxative  injettion  to  be  given  in 
the  evening. 

3 d.  She  flept  very  ill.  Two  purging  injec- 
tions were  exhibited  laft  night,  without  effefr. 
She  complains  of  gripes,  naufea,  and  intoler- 
able bitter  talfe  in  her  mouch.  Omitr-  Julap. 
anod.  Cap.  Decoft.  Tamarind,  cum  triplice 
Senna  unc.  iii.  omn.  hor.  ad  4™-  vicem,  donee 
alvus  dejecerit. 

4 tb.  No  effeft  was  obtained,  but  vomiting, 
from  every  dofe  of  the  purgative.  Pulfe,  nau- 
fea, and  cofliveneis,  as  formerly.  She  com- 
plains much  of  the  pains  in  her  bowels. 
Repr-  enema  purgans  vefp.  et  cap1  eras  mane 
Bolum  ex  P.  Jalapp.  dr.  i.  Calomel,  gr.  v. 
cum  Conf.  Rofar. 

6th.  The  inje&ion  had  no  effeft,  though 
tried  in  different  forms : fome  obftruftion  in 
the  gut  prevented  its  being  thrown  up,  as  it 
always  returned  immediately.  , Sqme  fmall  ef- 
fect from  the  bolus.  Abdomen  Hill  hard  and 
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tenfe — Fricetur  probe  cum  ol.camphorat.mane 
et  vefp. 

8th.  Symptoms  continue  with  unabated  vio- 
lence. Vomiting  of  bilious  matter  inceflant. 

B Laud,  liquid. 

iEth.  Vitriol. 

Sp£*  Nitr.  Dulc.  aa.  drach.  iii.  M.  Cap*- 
cochleare  parvulum  omn.  bihor.  ex 
aq.  font.  line.  ii. 

10 th.  She  had  taken  an  emetic  of  powder 
of  ipecacuanha  yefterday,  and  had  drunk  large- 
ly of  2n  infufion  of  chamomile.  The  naufea 
and  retchings,  however,  continue  to  day,  as 
formerly.  Obftinate  coltivenefs  remains.  No 
fenfible  effeCt  from  the  antifpafmodic  drops. 
Omittr*  Guttae.  Some  obfeure  fluctuation  is 
perceived  in  the  abdomen  for  the  firfh  time. 
Hah*-  Bol.  Mercur.  ut  antea.  Contr<  ol. 
Camph. 

1 1 th.  Some  flight  operation  from  the  Bo- 
lus, which  was  retained.  Urine  grows  more 
turbid  and  fcanty.  Third  increafes. 

E Pulv.  Scillas  flccat.  gr.  ii. 

Diaromat.  gr.  iv. 

Sal  Nitri  gr.  x.  M.  p.  d.  f.  vi.  hup 

cup1-  i.  omn.  6ta-  hor.  ex  Jnlap. 

Z 4 falin. 
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falin.unc.ii.  Habt- haufl.  anod. 
h.  f.  ex  aq.  Cinnara.  ten.  unc.  i. 
cum  Laud,  liquid.  g“-  L. 

13 th.  Retained  feveral  of  her  powders, 
which  operated  twice  yeflerday.  She  threw 
up  her  anodyne  draught  both  the  nights. 
Omr-  haufl.  anod.  Hab1-  haufl.  falin.  inter  ef- 
fervefcentiam.  Contr*  ol.  camphorat. 

1 $th.  No  obvious  effett,  in  flopping  the  vo- 
miting, was  produced  from  the  effervefcing 
draughts.  No  remiffion  of  fymptoms  has  tar 
ken  place.  Omr-  haufl.  falin.  Repr-  Pulv. 
diuret.  et  Julap.  falin. 

1 7 th.  The  powders  were  all  taken ; but 
without  their  former  good  effett.  Repeated 
retchings  followed  eyery  dofe  of  them.  She 
has  confiderable  bilious  vomiting  to-day.  Repr- 
JBolus  Mercur.  mane  fumendus.  Conr-  ol. 
camphorat. 

lyth.  Retained  her  bolus;  which,  however, 
has  not  operated.  She  complains  of  gripes. 
R Sal.  Glaub.  unc.  i/s.  Cry  flail.  Tartar,  unc. 
fs.  R folutio  in  aq.  bullient.  unc.  xii.  Cap*- 
unc.  iv.  om.  hor.  donee  alvus  refponderit. 

20 th.  She  took  three  dofes  of  the  fjolution 
yeflerday,  but  rejetted  them  all.  The  pains 
ip  hey  bowels  increafe  jn  feverity.  No  opera- 
tion 
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t-ion  from  the  purgative.  Repr-  Bolus  Mer- 
curialis. 

217?.  She  threw  up  her  bolus  immediately 
after  it  was  fwal  lowed.  Sheobftinately  refuf- 
es  to  wke  any  more  medicines.  All  the  fym- 
ptoms  increafe  in  virulence.  Her  fiefli  and 
ftrength  are  much  wafted.  Pulfe  regular,  but 
links  daily. 

22 d.  This  day,  the  matter  flie  vomited,  put 
on  a different  appearance  : From  a yellow  co- 
lour, it  aftumed  a dark  brownilh  hue,  as  if 
mixed  with  grumous  blood,  and  had  a fetid 
fmelL  She  threw  up  near  fix  pounds  of  this 
coloured  matter  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four 
hours.  This  appearance  of  the  reje&ed  fluid 
continued  till  June  30th,  when  (he  calmly  ex- 
pired. Some  hours  previous  to  her  diflolu- 
tion,  a purging  of  a black,  pitch-like,  fetid 
matter,  fupervened,  which  occafioned  the  fwel- 
iing  of  her  abdomen  to  fubfide  very  confider- 
ably  ; and  the  tumour  in  the  left  hypochou- 
drium  entirely  vaniflied. 

Upon  examination  of  the  body  after  death, 
(along  with  my  brother  Do<ftor  Willifon, 
who  had  feen  her  fevcral  times  during  her 
jllcefi),  we  found  that  a very  uncommon  de- 
gree 
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gree  of  emaciation  had  been  produced.  The 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  contained  about  fix 
pounds  of  a dark-coloured  ferous  fluid.  The 
omentum  had  been  completely  wafted ; no 
veftige  of  it  could  be  perceived.  We  were 
very  much  furprifed  to  find,  that  a complete 
adhefio?i  of  all  the  inteftines,  fmall  and  great* 
had  taken  place.  They  had  a livid  appear- 
ance ; and  they  adhered  fo  completely,  that  it 
would  have  been  impoflible  to  have  feparated 
them  by  the  niceft  difleflion.  Their  convo- 
lutions even  could  fcarcely  be  traced  ; and 
they  feemed  almoft  as  if  included  in  a round, 
bag.  The  liver  was  not  enlarged  nor  indurat- 
ed ; but  a confiderable  number  of  red  and 
purplilh  fpots  were  detected  upon  its  furface. 
The  texture  of  the  parenchyma  itfelf  was 
found ; and  there  were  no  marks  of  fuppura- 
tion  having  occurred  in  any  part  of  it.  The 
Itomach  was  very  fmall  and  contracted ; but 
the  vafa  brevia  had  a natural  appearance.  The 
fpleen,  the  gall-bladder,  and  its  veflels,  were 
of  a natural  fize,  and  in  a healthy  ftate. 


IV. 


